To the Editor

Oslo, 5 September 2006-09-04

More than half a million passengers

The total number of passengers flown in August 2006 was 515,679 compared to 321,365 in August last year, an increase of 194,314 passengers (60 %), and 
57 % increase in passenger traffic. 

· Total passenger traffic (RPK) increased by 57 %, compared to last year.
· Total capacity (ASK) increased by 63 %, compared to last year.
· The cabin factor was 84 %, a reduction of 3 pp  since August 2005
· The company estimates a yield around NOK 0.55 for August 2006
These increases in passenger traffic, production and passengers are linked to the company’s expansion and the introduction of new routes from September 2005 to August 2006, as well as adjustments in production capacity and a steady increase in passengers. 

Domestic passenger traffic increased by 38 % and capacity increased by 34 %, giving a cabin factor of 86 % compared to 84 % last year. Domestic traffic has shown a positive trend considering capacity has been increased by 30 % on the routes in the southern part of Norway. 

International passenger traffic increased by 66 % and capacity increased by 78 %, giving a cabin factor of 83 % down 6 pp. This development is primarily linked to the incorporation of the company’s expansion, which includes 16 new routes since April 2006, and the start up of five routes from Poland to the southern parts of Europe

The company anticipates a yield reduction of 5 % compared to August 2005. The yield development is connected to reduced prices to incorporate the company’s route expansion, together with a higher share of routes with a relatively seen lower yield.

Internet sales accounted for 85 % of all tickets sold in August.
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Aug 05 Aug 06 Change

Jul 12 mth

(1)

Aug 12 mth

(1)

Change

Internet bookings 75 % 85 % 10                 pp 80 % 81 % 1             pp

ASK (mill) 348 568 63                 % 4 456 4 676 5             %

RPK (mill) 304 476 57                 % 3 565 3 737 5             %

Cabin factor 87 % 84 % (3)                 pp 80 % 80 % (0)            pp

Passengers 321 365 515 679 60                 % 4 369 272 4 563 586 4             %

Domestic

ASK (mill) 116 156 34                 % 1 607 1 647 2             %

RPK (mill) 98 135 38                 % 1 247 1 284 3             %

Cabin factor 84 % 86 % 2                   pp 78 % 78 % 0             pp

Passengers 163 705 252 702 54                 % 2 379 542 2 468 539 4             %

International

ASK (mill) 232 411 78                 % 2 849 3 029 6             %

RPK (mill) 206 341 66                 % 2 319 2 454 6             %

Cabin factor 89 % 83 % (6) pp 81 % 81 % (0)            pp

Passengers 157 660 262 977 67                 % 1 989 730 2 095 047 5             %

(1) [<<mth>> 12 mth] shows a 12 month rolling development. 


For further information:

Ms. Anne Grete Ellingsen, Director Corporate Communications, tel +47 91537079.
